
This source is an excerpt from the Widgery Report of 1972: 
 
A. Were the Deceased Carrying Firearms or Bombs? 
 
65. Mr. Campbell, the Scottish police officer, and a substantial number of soldiers gave 
evidence that they heard nail bombs exploding. The civilians were at one in denying that 
there were any such explosions. I did not conclude that some of the witnesses were 
necessarily lying on this point. Soldiers under attack, or expecting to be attacked, might well 
be quick to identify as nail bombs bangs otherwise unexplained. Conversely the civilians, 
hearing bangs at a time of confusion and panic and to the accompaniment of shouts and 
other loud noises, might be just as quick to attribute the bangs to the Army. Although a 
number of soldiers spoke of actually seeing firearms or bombs in the hands of civilians none 
was recovered by the Army. None of the many photographs shows a civilian holding an 
object that can with certainty be identified as a firearm or bomb. No casualties were suffered 
by the soldiers from firearms or gelignite bombs. In relation to every one of the deceased 
there were eye-witnesses who said that they saw no bomb or firearm in his hands. The 
clothing of eleven of the deceased when examined for explosive residues showed no trace 
of gelignite. The two others were Gerald McKinney, whose clothing had been washed at the 
hospital and could not be tested, and Donaghy, in the pockets of whose clothing there had, 
on any view, been nail bombs and whose case is considered later. 
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